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which are most closely connected with the group of the
muscles of the hyoid bone, and especially with the sterno-
hyoid.

Covered by the sterno-hyoid, a long muscle passes
upwards from the sternum to the hyoid bone, being ap-
parently nothing more than a deeper layer of the sterno-
hyoid, but distinguished from the latter by having
another point of attachment upon the thyroid cartilage
of the larynx, thus separating into two parts, which from
their attachments are called respectively the hyo-thyroid
and the sterno-thyroid. This band of muscle, which
might be called the sterno-hyo-thyroid, has, as a whole,
the same action as the sterno-hyoid. The action of its
separate parts differs, however, with regard to the larynx,
the hyo-thyroid raising it towards the hyoid bone, and
the sterno-thyroid depressing it in the direction of the
sternum.

The hyo-thyroid, again, has a special influence upon
the act of swallowing. When, for instance, it is then
called into action, it relaxes the median hyo-thyroid
ligament, the tension of which keeps the epiglottis up-
right, and thus facilitates the fall of the epiglottis by
which the entrance to the larynx is protected from the
passing food.

THE  PHARYNX.

The hinder portion of the cavity of the mouth is
closed towards the pharynx by the apparatus which is
known to us as the soft palate, or the velum palati. The
latter may be generally described as a soft pendulous
fold, which according to its position either shuts off the
cavity of the mouth from the pharynx, or the nasal
division of the pharynx from that belonging to the cavity